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Objective of this Session

• Introduce you to the Mannheim Finance Faculty

• Introduce you to the courses we offer in the MMM

• Make the case that studying Finance can be extremely 
useful and valuable for you
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Why Finance?
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• Creating value for the owners (and stakeholders?) of a firm 
is the central goal of all for-profit organizations

• Whether you start your career as…
– …financial manager

– …investment banker

– …portfolio manager

– …entrepreneur

– …consultant/accountant

– …etc…

• Creating value will be key to your success!

• How can Finance help? 
– provides tools to quantify how much value is created 

– Equips you with tools to understand your business better

Finance is also useful for 
non-profits!



Why Finance?
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• We live through times of profound societal challenges 

• Core economic questions revisited:
– Shareholders vs. Stakeholders?

– Corporate purpose?

– Inequality and pay levels?

– Usefulness of (shadow) banking?

– Green Finance?

– Sustainable pension systems?

• If we need a transformation, Finance will be at the heart of it!

• Exciting times to do Finance!
– New challenges require better approaches and rethinking of old models

– Might need to redefine value, but Finance toolbox still useful



The Mannheim Finance Area
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One of the 
preeminent 
departments in 
Germany and 
Europe



The Mannheim Finance Area

• Currently 7 Full Professors and 6 Assistant Professors
– We cover the full range of core financial areas

• A highly research active group of financial experts
– We regularly publish in the best Finance journals in the world

– Present our work at the top conferences and universities globally

– Visible in the national and international press

– Engage with businesses to bring our expertise to the table

– We run a successful PhD program in Finance

• We passionately teach in the MMM!
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Current Course Offering
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• Key source: www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/module-catalog-mmm/

How should you invest in the stock market?
How to set up a financial portfolio?

Which stocks to buy or sell?
What return should you expect?



Current Course Offering
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• Key source: www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/module-catalog-mmm/

What is the value of a project?
What is the value of a firm?

How can you generate value in a firm?



Current Course Offering
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• Key source: www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/module-catalog-mmm/

The  human side.
How do financial transaction affect employees?

How do firms build human capital and intangible capital?



Current Course Offering
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• Key source: www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/module-catalog-mmm/

What is a put option or a swap contract?
Why are these instruments used so frequently?

What are they worth?



Current Course Offering
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• Key source: www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/module-catalog-mmm/

What is a bank?
What is the role of banking in society?

What are challenges facing bank managers?



Current Course Offering
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• Please check out module catalogue as well as Chair homepages for 
details of the respective courses

(next offering spring 2026)

(next offering spring 2026)



Current Course Offering
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• In addition, you have the option to write a seminar and 
master thesis in our area

• The theses offer you a chance to engage in depth with a 
financial topic of your choosing

• We have a centralized system for writing and allocating theses

• Find all relevant information here:
• Seminar

• Master Thesis



Current Course Offering

• www.bwl.uni-
mannheim.de/en/
finance/teaching/
master/seminar-
thesis/
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Current Course Offering

• www.bwl.uni-
mannheim.de/en/
finance/teaching/
master/masters-
theses/
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Further Information

• Check out our website:

• https://www.bwl.uni-mannheim.de/en/finance/

• Our site dedicated to the MMM:

• https://www.bwl.uni-
mannheim.de/en/programs/master/mmm/banking-
finance/

• Individual Chair websites

• If in doubt, send us a message!
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