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Topic 1: Excessive Risk-Taking by Banks
Excessive risk-taking by banks is seen as a major cause for financial crises and recessions like the recent
global financial crisis (Jordà, Schularick, and Taylor 2013). Existing explanations for taking such high
risks range from the institutional setting, such as government guarantees (Farhi and Tirole 2012),
through firms’ incentive structures, such as managerial compensation schemes (Bolton, Mehran, and
Shapiro 2015), to behavioural biases, such as the neglect of tail risk (Gennaioli, Shleifer, and Vishny
2012).
The goal of this thesis is to give an overview of the existing theoretical and empirical literature on the
causes of excessive risk-taking of financial firms. The thesis should find answers to the following
questions (focus on question in bold): What is risk-taking and how can it be measured? When can risktaking be considered excessive? What are the causes of excessive risk-taking by banks?
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Topic 2: Minimum Capital Ratios in Banking Regulation
Risk in banking can impose significant costs on the economy. Minimum requirements for equity capital
ratios of banks, such as the requirements implemented in Basel III and Basel IV, are one instrument to
reduce this risk and increase the resilience of the financial system (Admati and Hellwig 2014). However,
minimum capital ratios can also have adverse effects, e.g., by aggravating downward liquidity spirals
(Brunnermeier and Pedersen 2009).
This thesis should review the existing theoretical and empirical literature on the impact of minimum
equity capital ratios on financial and economic stability. It should find answers to the following
questions: How can minimum capital ratios stabilize and destabilize the financial system? Which side
effects can these regulatory requirements have? Which policy recommendations does the existing
literature give?
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